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gold (gold) #.[ME. OE,, akin to G. gold, ON. goll <
IE. base *ghel-, to shin, gleam, whence GLOW,
YELLOW] 1. a heavy, yellow, inert, metallic chemical
element with a high degree of ductility and
malleability: it is a precious metal and is used in the
manufacture of coins, jewelry, alloys, etc.: symbol,
Au; at. wt. 196.967; at. no. 79; sp. gr. 19.4; melt. pt.,
1063°C; boil. pt., 2600°C 2. a) gold coinage b)
money; riches; wealth 3. the bright metallic yellow
color of gold. 3. something regarded as having the
value, brilliance, etc. of gold -- a4j. 1. of, made of,
like, or containing gold. 2. having the color of gold
3. secured by or redeemable in gold; based on gold.
Gold has traditionally been associated with Kings.
One of the gifts of the Magi or wise men it was
thought to represent the manna, one of the the three
items contained in the Ark of the Covenant.

Christ-mas (kris“mas) 7. [M.E. Cristemas < OE.
Cristemasse: see CHRIST & Mass] 1. a holiday on
December 25 celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ.
Celebrated by Christians all over the world it's
customs vary by location. The most universal custom
being the giving of wrapped gifts. It is the most
significant holiday of the year in Western culture.
Especially in the Alpine regions of Central and
Northern Europe, where the Christmas observance
has incorporated pre-Christian traditions of decking
halls with boughs of holly, evergreens and mistletoe
to symbolize winter's inability to prevent the renewal
of life. Merrymaking came to have a share in
Christmas observance through popular enthusiasm.
The medieval secular celebrations lasted for a
"season," extending from Christmas eve to Epiphany:
also Christmas Day. 2. same as Chrismastide

P 00605366

frank.in.cense (frin "kon séns") #. [M.E. < OE.
franc encens: see FRANK! & INCENSE!] a sweet smelling
gum resin derived from various trees of the genus
Boswellia which grow in the Middle East and North
Eastern Africa. In ancient times frankincense was
associated with prayers and burned in purification
ceremonies on pagan altars in Rome, Persia, Babylon
and Assyria. Trade in frankincense was at its height
during the days of the Roman Empire. At that time
this resin was considered as valuable as gems or
precious metals. One of the gifts of the Magj, it is
said that it was presented to the Christ Child by
Balthasar, the black king from Ethiopia or Saba, thus
fulfilling Isaiah's prophecy that gold and frankincense
would be brought from the Gentiles to honor the

myrrh (mor) #.[M.E. mirre < OE. myrre & OFr.
mirre, both < L. myrrha < Gr. myrrha < Ar. murr,
myrrh, bitter] 1. an aromatic, bitter tasting gum resin
which oozes from gashes cut in the bark of a low
shrub like desert tree known as the Dindin tree
(Commiphora myrrha) common to the arid regions of
the Middle East. The sap forms hard, ocher-colored
tear-dropped shaped chunks that are powdered or
made into ointments or perfumes. Myrrh was one of
the gifts of the Magi or wise men. [Mt 2:11] Legend
says Caspar brought the gift of myrrh from Europe or
Tarsus and placed it before the Christ Child. Named
for its bitter taste which, with its funerary uses, has
caused it to be associated with the bitter things of life.
When burned as incense, myrrh is a symbol of prayers
rising to heaven. 6. any of of these plants; esp., any
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heavenly king. [Is 60:6] Its principal use now is in =R e
the manufacture of incense and pastilles. of several small trees of the genus Commiphora. {-j:\ ),
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